
Evaluation Toolkit – Examples of tools to use

The evaluation toolkit has been designed for project managers, staff and volunteers at projects funded by the Big Lottery Fund's Reaching Communities programmes in England and Northern Ireland. It will help you understand how to evaluate your project and how this will contribute to the overall evaluation of the programmes that ECOTEC is doing. We hope this toolkit will encourage you to consider self-evaluation as something that can be integrated into the activities you are already doing. 

The toolkit is accompanied by several examples of evaluation tools which you can use and adapt to suit your own evaluation. We have provided examples of a survey, a soft outcomes survey, a topic guide, a diary and an example of how to analyse your research findings.

More advice on this toolkit is available through an email support service (reaching.communities@ecotec.com) and through the evaluation website (www.reachingcommunities.org). 

Examples of tools to use: Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

To help you get started, here are some examples of evaluation tools.  Here is an example of sources of help for using GIS.

GIS

GIS stands for geographical information systems.  The key benefit of using GIS is that it enables you to display a range of information about an area on a map.  Some of the most common uses of GIS are to show areas of deprivation, health variation, housing prices, transport routes and to display perceptions of and experiences of places.


In order to use complex GIS you need to be able to access a computer with GIS software, some examples of the main GIS software providers include ESRI ArcGIS and Mapinfo.  This software can be purchased, but we understand that many projects do not have the resources to purchase the software and train staff.  For those who do not there are a number of possible ways to overcome this:

· Take advantage of available free information and mapping on the internet – through the Ordnance Survey website listed below and other sources of research and statistical information such as the National Statistics website and Google earth for maps and aerial images.

· Make use of the GIS materials which have already been produced by local authorities and regional observatories

· Approach any partners who you may work with, such as those in the health sector and in local authorities who may be able to provide you with access to or produce materials for you.

Always remember, that if you use resources from other organisations, you need to reference them in any documents you produce.

Sources of Information on GIS 

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/ - information about GIS and ordnance survey services.  This website can be used to gain access to historical mapping, administrative / boundary maps / aerial photography. 
http://earth.google.com/  - The basic Google earth package can be downloaded for free, and it provides access to worldwide maps, satellite imagery, terrain, and other geographical content.

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001/censusmaps/index_new.html - Interactive map displaying statistics from the 2001 census.  You need to download a free SVG viewer to view these maps – directions for this are given on the website.
http://www.gis.com/ - A guide to GIS with some maps to download and guides to using GIS systems.

http://www.agi.org.uk/ - The Association for Geographic Information – provides a research tool and membership for anyone interested in geographic information.

http://www.hgis.org.uk/ - The Historical GIS Research Network – website contains links to historical GIS projects, sources of historical maps and other useful websites
http://www.port.ac.uk/research/gbhgis/ - Great Britain Historical Geographical Information System – digital collection of historical information 

http://www.gis.rgs.org/ - The Royal Geographical Society guide to getting started with GIS

http://gge.unb.ca/Resources/GISForTheCurious/ - 'GIS for the Curious' – a guide from Universities in the US.
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