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THE REACHING COMMUNITIES EVALUATION NEWSLETTER





ECOTEC Research & Consulting, April 2009 200820082008








A date for your diary – Networking Event 





So far we have organised 3 Reaching Communities networking events. They are fantastic days for all involved, our guest speakers spark off many interesting discussions and debates around the Big Lottery Reaching Communities programme. 





This year's free of charge networking event will be held in Northern Ireland in Autumn 2009 – more information to follow soon.  





Second annual report is now available


ECOTEC Research and Consulting have been commissioned by Big Lottery Fund to evaluate the Reaching Communities programme. Over the 4 years of the evaluation, ECOTEC provides feedback to BIG through an annual published report. These reports include the analysis of information from the online survey, findings from the self evaluations submitted by projects and findings from our case studies. Our key findings state that;


Reaching Communities is funding an incredibly diverse range of projects across England and Northern Ireland. 


80% of you are working towards improving life chances


76% of you are helping to build stronger communities with more active citizens


92% of you involve users in the planning of projects – and involve them in all aspects of the projects, such as in evaluation, delivery or as members of a management committee


Many of you also state that you couldn't do all the good work without the support from BIG 


To see the whole report, please visit; � HYPERLINK "http://www.reachingcommunities.org/Publications.aspx" ��http://www.reachingcommunities.org/Publications.aspx� 














A Helping Hand





If you have any queries, problems or comments relating to self evaluation, or our evaluation of the whole programme don't hesitate to contact us by emailing � HYPERLINK "mailto:reaching.communites@ecotec.com" ��reaching.communites@ecotec.com� or calling Nicki Hall on 0121 212 8879. 











































































































Don't forget to visit the website!                           �


� HYPERLINK "http://www.reachingcommunities.org" ��www.reachingcommunities.org� is a really useful way to keep up to date with the Reaching Communities evaluation, and to find information about evaluating your project.


There are lots of tools to inspire your own evaluation – such as the thumbs up voting tool. You can use this tool to ask beneficiaries about their views on different subjects.                                               


For more details see; � HYPERLINK "http://www.reachingcommunities.org/Downloads/tools_thumbsvoting.doc" ��http://www.reachingcommunities.org/Downloads/tools_thumbsvoting.doc� 





The website also has information from previous networking events – and will be the first place to find details on the upcoming event in September.




















































































































 








How can we help you?    


BIG encourages all projects to self evaluate but this is not compulsory. ECOTEC can help you with the self-evaluation of your project, which has many benefits such as:


improving the planning and management of your project; 


helping you to understand how your project is working, and to make changes to it so that it achieves even more;


involving your beneficiaries in feedback; and


helping you to secure additional funding by providing evidence about the success of your project and how you have adapted to any challenges. 


Our role is to help you through advice and support for every stage of your evaluation, from the initial start up to writing a short report. Our toolkit and website is full of advice and guidance, and don't hesitate to get in touch if we can help. 




















































































































 








New to Reaching Communities - wondering who ECOTEC are?








ECOTEC Research and Consulting provide research, consulting and management services in economic and social development. You can visit us at www.ecotec.com. We work on a range of social policy related projects, for example, we are conducting is an evaluation of the Big Lottery Fund's Children's Play programme, a large national strategy which aims to create, improve and develop children and young people's free local play spaces and opportunities throughout England. We have also just completed a project on Childhood Obesity; a study which explored the range of preventative public health policies regarding obesity both in the UK and the Netherlands and considers the impact of the interventions. If you would like to see a copy of our report, please email us! 


 


What do we do?


For the Big Lottery Fund, we are evaluating the Reaching Communities programme as a whole. The evaluation is being carried out to assess the effectiveness of Reaching Communities projects in identifying, defining and meeting the needs of the people they aim to benefit.  This helps BIG to explore the way that the programme has benefitted those it is intended to reach. As part of this we need to understand how your individual projects are getting along, since without hearing from you we won't truly understand your progress and how you are helping those in need. So, we conduct an annual survey which we invite you to participate in, we will visit some of you as case studies, we hold networking events to allow you to get to know each other and us, and we provide advice and guidance on your self-evaluation of your projects. 











































































































 








Our Head Office in Birmingham has recently moved premises - please note our new address;





ECOTEC Research and Consulting


Vincent House, Quay Place


92-93 Edward Street


Birmingham 


B1 2RA �Tel 0121 212 8801


 









