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Peer Research Sample Topic Guide
This guide provides a sample for a topic guide which could be produced as part of the peer review process.  The content will need to be adapted to your individual project, the subject used in this template has just been chosen to demonstrate the type of format or the structure you may wish to take.

Interviewee Number/Code …………………..

Preliminaries – Interviewer

Remember at all times to be polite and respectful of your interviewee's feelings and sensitivities.  Ensure that you have read all the notes on interviewing before undertaking your first interview.

Introduction for the interviewee

We are undertaking this work for name of project  who are carrying out an evaluation to find out about the impact that the project has had on beneficiaries.

We would be really grateful if you could help us with this work.

The aim, at the end of this process, is to produce an evaluation of the project, which will be used to inform the project in the future and will allow us to build on the feedback we receive from you.  The interview should take approximately 15 minutes [it would be worth running through this with a colleague when you are devising the topic guide so that the time estimate given to potential interviewees is as accurate as possible]
Checking Questions and Identification

First of all I need to establish that you fit the criteria of the evaluation, slot in here information about your target group, to make sure you are interviewing the correct person, i.e. someone who has attended the project. Alternatively you may prefer to ask people these questions at the end of the interview after they have got to know you a little bit better.
Insert here some more questions which may be relevant about the person's background.  
For example if you were interested in their employment status:

Please tick all those that apply:

	Working full time
	

	Working part time
	

	Unemployed
	

	In full time education – school (up to age 16)
	

	In full or part time education – college (above age 16)
	

	Work-based training/learning
	

	Receiving training at work
	


Interviewee is 
Male



(please tick)




Female

Could you just tell me your age………

We can now begin with the main part of the interview.

ASK ALL
Experiences of the Project

1 When did you start attending the project?

2 What made you aware that it was taking place?

3 How did you find your experience of the project overall?

4 Could you tell me briefly about your experience in attending the project? [may want to prompt here to look for examples such as meeting other people, ability to learn in a non-traditional learning environment]
Impact of the Project

5 Can you tell me about any impacts you think that you have experienced from attending the project? [you may need to prompt or give examples, for example like increased confidence, self-awareness, improved skills such as reading, writing, filling out job application forms]
6 When you look back to when you started the project have you got out of it everything that you thought you would? i.e. has it lived up to your expectations?

a. If not why not?

b. Why do you think this was [for example you may wish to prompt was it about service provision, was it their own personal involvement / not making the most of the opportunities they were given]
ASK THOSE WHO ONLY PARTIALLY ATTENDED

7 Why did you only partially attend the project?

8 Would you liked to have attended more?

9 What impact do you think your attendance had upon your experience?

10 Is there anything which could have been done to increase your attendance?

ASK ALL

Difficulties or barriers experienced

11 Did you experience any barriers or difficulties during your time on the programme?

a. If so please specify

b. If yes please explain to me why you think this was the case?

12 Were you able to talk to somebody about these difficulties?

a. If yes was something done to try and overcome these?

Positive Experiences

13 Please could you tell me about any positive experiences during the programme [you may wish to prompt here for examples, like a particular session / exercise / listening to a particular speaker – PROBE FULLY HERE]
Any overall views

14 Do you have views about the project overall?

15 Is there anything else you would like to add?

Thank you very much for your time.
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